INTRODUCTION
The main purpose of this study is to survey plant diversity and to identify the flowering plants in Al-Balqa area, and to report the potential of the plant species recorded in terms of its economic, medicinal, poisonous, edible, and ornamental values, as well as the ecological status in terms of endemic, rare, threatened and endangered taxa.
Al-Balqa governorate falls within the Mediterranean phytogeographical region in Jordan and it is considered as subhumid Mediterranean bioclimatic region (Al-Eisawi, 1996) . This region is characterized by having the best rainfall and the best vegetation. The area is characterized by its natural Pinus halepensis forests especially in Zai *Corresponding author. E-mail: oransaw@ju.edu.jo, oransaw@yahoo.com.
Author(s) agree that this article remain permanently open access under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License 4.0 International License and Dibeen in Salt area; the deciduous Oak forests of Quercus ithaburensis and Pistacia atlantica in As-Baihi near Salt area (Al-Eisawi, 1996) . Plant biodiversity in Jordan is exposed to several threats leading to sharp decline in most of the Jordanian flora and the extinction of several species. Many species have become at risk, or were classified as threatened or endangered or even extinct on the regional and global levels. This situation has resulted from various natural and man-made activities, as well as from general lack of knowledge and awareness (Oran, 2014; Oran and Abu Zahra, 2014) . The rich Jordan diversity of species can be classified into different classes of vegetation, such as herbs, shrubs and trees.
This study is assessing the flowering wild plants of ALBalqa Governorate diversified and focusing on the diversity of wild plants in an attempt to protect and conserve the plant resources in the study area. AL-Balqa area is a name given to area covering some places in the north, North West of the country (Map 1). Salt, ALFuhais, Mahes, and Ghour.
There are some studies that were published which deals with the situation of the wild flowering plants in Jordan Al-Eisawi (1982 (Oran, 2014; Oran and AlEisawi, 2015; Oran, 2015) . Other studies related to medicinal plants in Jordan , Oran, 2014 . A previous study conducted by Al-Mohaisen et al. (2005) This study has been surveying and identifying mainly the wild flowering plants in Al-Balqa areas, list of studied plants is included in Table 1 . The medicinal plants used in folk medicine by locals are shown in Table1; Map of the study area is also presented (Figure 1 ). Some selected photographs for some plant species are shown in Figure 2A to L.
The numbers of vouchers specimens for those collected and identified for the different areas of Al-Balqa study area are also shown in Table 1 . The voucher specimens are deposited at the herbarium of Department of Biological of Sciences/ University of Jordan/ Amman (AMM). The plant specimens are identified and checked out based on using the available flora of Flora palaestina, Volume 1, 2, 3, and 4 (Zohary, 1966; Feinbrun-Dothan, 1986) , and also revised online using International Plant Names Index (IPNI) website, plant taxonomist and myself as plant taxonomist. The determination for some plants that are identified as endemic, rare, endangered are evaluated based on the experience of the author of the flora of Jordan, that IUCN standards cannot fit to.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
1. In this botanical survey extensive field trips have been conducted to the study area of Al-Balqa Governorate (Salt, Mahes, Fuhais and Wadi Shuaib). 2. Identification of plant specimens was made by plant taxonomist and by using Flora palaestina Volume 1, 2, 3 and 4 (Zohary, 1966; Feinbrun-Dothan, 1986) , and revised online by IPNI website. 3. Photographs have been made for some selected herbs, shrubs and trees or some plant species that are dominating the target area (Figure 2 ). 4. A list of all recorded plant species is provided. The names of the plant species in the provided list are arranged alphabetically according to their families, genera, and species (Table 1) . Medicinal plants are also listed as well as edible, poisonous, endangered endemic and rare are also identified.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A total number of 527 species belongs to 296 genera and 61 families has been recorded, out of which a number of 100 medicinal plants was identified, some examples are Arum palaestinum, poisonous plants are listed in Table 1 , A number of 30 recorded species are considered as endemic such as Daucus carota, and a number of 25 recorded species are endangered, all the recorded species are shown in Table 1 , and photographs of some plant species are shown in Figure 2 . Some plant species are known for their ornamental potential (Table 1) .
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The results showed a high floral diversity of the study area in terms of the number of plant species recorded. This diversity of plant species is a reflection of the prevailed supportive ecological conditions, with high mountains (900 to 1700 m), adequate rainfall of 400 to 600 mm/year, the best fertile soil type in the country. Plant biodiversity faces the danger of degradation and loss of many plant species as a result of both man-made and natural factors. Changes in biodiversity can directly reduce sources of food, fuel, structural materials and medicinal or genetic resources. These changes are occurring at rapid rate as a consequence of human activities, such as land-use, over-grazing probably climate change, increase of the populations, over exploitation of plant and animal species, and pollution of soil, water and air. Collective efforts are important to preserve and protect the wild species in Al-Balqa study area for its highly diversified plant species that are suffering the danger of degradations and eventual extinction. Jordan is also known for its high richness in Birds such as: ldfinch (Carduelis carduelis) common resident, Black bird (Turdus merula) very common resident in the geographical study area and Chucker 
